
MEKEI
Middle Eastern Knowledge Economy Institute

Brighton Business School



One Day International Conference

Towards a Sustainable 
Knowledge-Based 

Economy
in the Middle East & 

North Africa

Wednesday 30th January 2013 
Room 24/25

Freeman Centre, Falmer Campus
University of Sussex 

Brighton, United Kingdom 

MEKEI
Middle Eastern Knowledge Economy Institute

01  www.brighton.ac.uk/bbs



The conference aims to critically discuss a range of issues relating to the role 
of academics and professionals in supporting and enhancing the process of 
transforming the countries of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) to advanced, 
knowledge-based societies led by sustainable innovation and social advance. 
The conference will also discuss the major obstacles for science, technology 
and innovation (STI) in the MENA region and help policy-makers to constructs 
an “ideal role” for STI in achieving sustainable development in the region. 

This conference will focus on the question what do policy makers actually 
need to know about the knowledge-based economy and the underlying 
boundlessness of the concept of knowledge-based economy and whether ‘STI’ has 
anything to offer policy makers. In doing so, the conference will adopt a holistic 
approach to critically examine these issues through an interactive discussion 
and debate by leading international scholars and practitioners in the field and 
participants from across various disciplines and from various parts of the world.

Attending this conference is an opportunity for academics, government officials, 
policy makers to get together and share their knowledge as a first step toward 
a transformational plan that they can tailor to suit their unique circumstances 
for a sustainable future. Moreover the conference will also include a LIVE DEMO 
of the first of its kind Knowledge Management Framework established in 
the MENA region and the opportunity for participants to explore the various 
activities (teaching, research, and consultancy) offered by MEKEI and meet face 
to face MEKEI’s core members and explores future collaboration and partnership. 

Similar to previous conferences organised by the Middle Eastern Knowledge Economy 
Institute (MEKEI), this multidisciplinary conference is expected to attract large number 
of global experts and scholars in addition to MEKEI members all over the world. For more 
information about MEKEI, please visit: http://www.brighton.ac.uk/bbs/research/meke/

Aims and Objectives
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For more information about
MEKEI, please visit:
http://www.brighton.ac.uk/
bbs/research/mekei/



MEKEI
Middle Eastern Knowledge Economy Institute

“Welcome”
Prof. Aidan Berry 
Dean, Brighton Business School, University of Brighton, UK

“Overview about MENA and Introduction to MEKEI”
Prof. Allam Ahmed 
Director, MEKEI, Brighton Business School, University of Brighton, UK
Senior Lecturer, SPRU - Science and Technology Policy Research, University of Sussex, UK

“Eighteen Years in the Newsroom; How the World Sees the Middle East and North Africa”
Ala Subhi
Duty Editor, BBC Arabic, BBC World Service, London, UK

“The Role of Universities in Achieving Sustainable Development in the Arab Countries”
Prof. Abdulla Al Hawaj
President, Ahlia University, Kingdom of Bahrain
President, Association of Arab Private Institutions for Higher Education

“LIVE DEMO - FIRST Knowledge Management Framework in the Middle East”
Richard Pinder 
Director, EMEA Smartlogic, UK
Prof Allam Ahmed
Director, MEKEI, Brighton Business School, University of Brighton, UK
Senior Lecturer, SPRU - Science and Technology Policy Research, University of Sussex, UK

09:00

08:30 Arrival Refreshments and Networking

Programme

Tea/Coffee Break

Session (1): An Overview of the MENA Region

11:00

09:30

10:00

10:30
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13:00

16:00

Lunch and Networking

Lunch and Networking

Session (2): Managing Knowledge and Information in MENA 

Session (3): Science, Technology and Innovation Policy in MENA 

“What is the Knowledge-based Economy? Concepts and Lessons for the Middle Eastern Countries”
Prof W. Edward Steinmueller
Director, Information, Networks and Knowledge (INK) Research Group, SPRU - Science and Technology Policy Research, University of 
Sussex, UK

“Knowledge Management - Step by Step”
Dr. Peter Heisig 
Senior Research Fellow, Socio Technical Centre (STC), Leeds University Business School
Founder, European Research Center for Knowledge and Innovation (EUREK), UK

“Managing Knowledge and Innovation for Excellence Performance in Abu Dhabi Government”
H. E. Yasir Alnaqbi
Director, Office of Abu Dhabi Excellence Program (ADEP)
General Secretariat of the Executive Council (GSEC), Government of Abu Dhabi, UAE

11:30

12:00

12:30

“Bridging the Gap between Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Research and Policy Making”
Prof. Geoffrey Oldham
Honorary Professor, SPRU - Science and Technology Policy Research, University of Sussex, UK

“Scientific Research and Knowledge Management in Sudan: Success Story from the Mycetoma Research Centre”
Prof. Ahmed Hassan Fahal
Professor of Surgery and Founding Director, The Mycetoma Research Centre, University of Khartoum, Sudan

“Public Health Research in MENA: Challenges and Opportunities”
Dr. Ihab Tewfik
Course Leader Human Nutrition, University of Westminster, UK
Chairman, The International Forum for Public Health (IFPH), UK

“Towards a Sustainable Transportation System in the MENA Region”
Prof. Wafaa Saleh 
Professor of Transport Engineering, Transport Research Institute (TRI), Edinburgh Napier University, UK

14:00

14:30

15:00

15:30
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Prof. Aidan Berry 
University of Brighton, UK

Aidan Berry is a Chartered 
Accountant who has over 
thirty years’ experience in 
academia. As an academic 
he has managed Brighton 
Business School for over 15 
years and prior to that was 
head of the department of 
finance and accountancy. 
He was made Professor 
of Accountancy at the 
University of Brighton in 

1994 acknowledging his contribution of accounting education and to research 
in the field of accounting information usage. He is the author of six books, four of 
which are introductory accounting textbooks written specifically for accounting, 
business, hospitality and tourism students.  His other books are ‘Bank Lending; 
beyond the theory’ and ‘Selecting and managing a non-executive director.’ His 
research is mainly concerned with small firms and covers a range of related 
topics including their use of non-executive directors within the firm based on 
surveys with a wide range of small business owners and in-depth interviews 
with both the managing directors and non- executive directors in a sample of 
small firms.  Other work includes the extent and the ways in which accounting 
information is used by small business owners in decision making and managing 
their businesses. Of particular concern over twenty years has been research 
relating to small business finance. This research looks at aspects of small 
business finance from the point of view of the provider (UK and European 
Bankers), the small business owner and their advisers.  He is the author of a 
research report ‘Banks, SMEs and Accountants: An international study of SME 
banking relationships’ commissioned by the Association of Chartered Certified 
Accountants. This study includes participants from five countries and compares 
and contrasts the experiences and requirements of small business owners and 
their advisers in accessing and using finance in those countries.

Ala Subhi 
BBC World Service, UK

Ala Subhi has been working as a Broadcast 
Journalist and Duty Editor for the BBC 
Arabic Service in London for more than 10 
Years. He worked as a broadcast journalist 
for the last 18 years in Khartoum, Lyon 
and London working for Sudan Radio and 
TV, Euronews, Amnesty International and 
the BBC. His work experience includes 
newsroom and field reporting with 
Television, radio and online from different 
Middle Eastern and North African countries 
such as Manama, Doha, Cairo, Tripoli, 
Khartoum, Casablanca, Nouakchott, 
Ankara and Pakistan, as well covering 
issues related to the Middle East and North 
Africa in international events such as NATO 
Summits and Davos Forums. Subhi holds 
an MA in Television Studies from Birkbeck, 
University of London and has special 
interest in the impact of transnational 
television, political communication, social 
and new media and development issues.



06  www.brighton.ac.uk/bbs

Prof. Allam Ahmed 
University of Brighton and University of Sussex, UK

Allam holds a Ph.D. in 
Technology and Knowledge 
Transfer for Development 
from Edinburgh Napier 
University; awarded the 
Royal Agricultural College 
University Scholarship and 
Prestigious Book Prize for Best 
MSc/MBA Dissertation; and 
Fellow (FCIM) and Chartered 
Marketer of the Chartered 
Institute of Marketing (UK). 
Allam is a Visiting Professor 
and Director of MEKEI, 
University of Brighton and is 
based at SPRU – Science and 
Technology Policy Research, 
University of Sussex where 
he established and led the 
postgraduate programme 
MSc International 
Management. He has been 
fortunate enough to have 
a wide variety of teaching 
and professional experience 
across the world including 
leading (2009-2011) the 
Government of Abu Dhabi 
major and first of its kind in 
the Middle East Knowledge 
Management Framework 

(Musharaka); working with various universities in the UK (Edinburgh, East London, 
Leicester);  Marketing Data Basics; British Marketing Research Bureau International; 
New Generation Systems; Yuksel Insaat Saudia Company (KSA and Turkey); and Middle 
East Office for Translation and Interpretation (KSA). He has published widely on how 
knowledge and technology transfer (TT) contribute to Sustainable Development 
and competitiveness in the developing countries. Allam is the recipient of several 
international Awards and Medals and listed in the WHO’S WHO IN THE WORLD 
2009-2013, WHO’S WHO IN FINANCE and BUSINESS 2009/2010 and WHO’S WHO IN 
AMERICA 2012 published by Marquis Who’s Who, USA. He is the Founding Editor-in-
Chief of WJSTSD, WJEMSD and IJIKMMENA; Founding President of World Association 
for Sustainable Development (WASD); and Founder of Sudan Knowledge (SK). Expert 
Advisor to the European Commission on International Scientific Cooperation; and has 
worked extensively for the World Bank, UN, EU, referee for the UK Economic and Social 
Research Council (ESRC), Dutch Research Council, World Food Programme, FAO, Oxford 
University Press and for various governments, in Africa, Europe and the Middle East. 

Prof W. Edward Steinmueller 
University of Sussex, UK 

Steinmueller received his Ph.D. in economics 
from Stanford University His works include 
industrial economics studies of software, 
integrated circuit and telecommunication 
industries and the book Mobilizing the 
Information Society: Strategies for Growth and 
Opportunity, Oxford University Press, 2000 (with 
R. Mansell).  His current areas of research include 
the economics of user-produced content and 
open source communities, purposive virtual 
communities such as Wikipedia and virtual 
communities built around physical places, the 
economics of scientific knowledge production 
and distribution, and the relationships among 
social, organisational, and technological factors 
in the production and adoption of new Internet 
related technologies including their social and 
economic impact.  He is internationally known 
for his work on the integrated circuit, computer, 
telecommunication, and software industries 
and is a policy consultant in areas of industrial 
policy and high technology competition such as 
intellectual property rights, competition policy 
and standardisation.
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Richard Pinder 
Smartlogic, UK

Richard is a 
Director and 
Co-Founder of 
Smartlogic. He 
has 20 years 
experience in 
the knowledge 
and information 
m a n a g e m e n t 
industry and 
has worked for 
a breadth of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
from Eastman 
Kodak to small 
start ups, 
S i l v e r S t r e a m 
Software (since 

bought by Novell). Focusing on helping clients build business cases, sell the 
business value inside organisations and help build strategic roadmaps, Richard 
is very well placed to help teams at the tipping point of business change. 
Specialising specifically on subjects such “findability”, and applying taxonomies 
and ontologies into real life business applications he is capable of bringing to 
the table many case studies. These include: Yell. Com – Working with the CTO 
of Yell, an agreement was made to co-develop and co-fund a product called 
Thes Builder (now Ontology Manager). Some 5 years on the product remains 
central to both Yell’s and Smartlogic’s business; UK Government Sector – 
Having recognised a key compliance issue in UK Government, including 
eGMS (eGovernment Metadata Standards), Richard worked with over 50 local 
and central government organisations to help them implement a solution; 
McClatchy-Tribune Information Services – Working with their executive team 
Richard has been helping them to fundamentally change their Information 
management strategy; UK Parliament – Richard has been working with the 
House of Parliament for the last year to help re-engineer their Library Thesaurus 
Management solution. As well as having knowledge of Smartlogic’s solution 
and the technologies that surrounds it: Content Management Solutions, such as 
SharePoint and Enterprise Search Engines such as Google and FAST, he also has 
experience in consultancy. Having run a 15 man consulting organisation, TFPL, 
he has worked on as range of projects including a Content Migration Project for 
Clifford Chance (Global Lawyer Firm) and an design, build and implementation 
of a new taxonomy into Unison (UK’s largest Trade Union). 

Prof. Abdulla Al Hawaj 
Ahlia University, Bahrain

Prof. Al Hawaj ranks in the top echelon of 
educational leaders in the Arabian Gulf. He holds 
a PhD and MSc in Applied Mathematics from the 
University of Manchester and a B.Sc. (Hon.) in 
Mathematics from the University of Kuwait. In 
2010, he has been elected as the President of for 
the Association of Arab Private Institutions for 
Higher Education. Since 2001, among his portfolio 
of managerial responsibilities, Prof. Al-Hawaj has 
served as the President of the Bahrain Association 
for Academics. More recently, Dr. Al-Hawaj’s trail 
blazing contributions in the sphere of educational 
advancement in the Kingdom of Bahrain were 
recognized by his being appointed - by royal 
decree as a member of the Supreme Committee for 
the Kingdom’s National Charter, in which he serves 
as the coordinator of its Educational Committee. 
Prof. Al-Hawaj launched his distinguished 
academic career at the University of Bahrain (Dean 
of Student Affairs, Chairman of the Department 
of Computer Sciences, and Chairman of the 
Department of Mathematics) and he attained the 
rank of Professor of Mathematics at the University 
of Bahrain and continued to serve the University 
of Bahrain in that capacity until 2005. Prof. Al-
Hawaj’s profound contributions to the fields of 
Mathematics, Computer Sciences, and Education 
through numerous research papers, books, 
media debates, and public discussions are vast. 
His unstinting dynamism, paradigm-shattering 
innovation and superlative achievement in the 
academic and social arena have accorded him a 
number of prestigious awards and honorariums. 
Prof. Al-Hawaj has extensive experience in leading 
large multi-dimensional institutions. 



H. E. Yasir Alnaqbi
Government of Abu Dhabi, UAE

Mr. Yasir is the Director Abu Dhabi Excellence 
Program - Government of Abu Dhabi. He holds 
MSc Engineering Management from Brunel 
University, UK and MSc Project Management 
from George Washington University, USA and 
is currently completing his PhD at Salford 
University, Manchester, UK. Yasir was the Manager 
for Abu Dhabi Award for Excellence in Gov. 
Performance, General Secretariat of Executive 
Council (2008-2011); Project Manager, Special 
Project Department, General Secretariat of 
Executive Council (2007-2008); Project Leader, 
Project Office Division, Abu Dhabi Retirement 
Pensions and Benefits Fund (2005-2007) and he 
also worked as Mechanical Supervisor Engineer 
(Maritime field), National Petroleum Construction 
Company (NPCC), Abu Dhabi (2002-2005). Yasir 
is a business oriented professional with 10 years 
of experience in Organization Development 
through the use of Total Quality Management 
(TQM), Project Management, Strategy Formation 
and Performance Systems. He led various change 
management programmes at different levels 
(Government, Organization and Departmental) 
with a strong belief in continuous improvement, 
customer service, people development, 
innovation, creativity, knowledge management 
and modernization. 08  www.brighton.ac.uk/bbs

Prof. Ahmed Hassan Fahal 
University of Khartoum, Sudan

Prof. Fahal trained in medicine 
at the University of Khartoum, 
Sudan. He then pursued his 
post-graduate surgical training 
in Khartoum and London leading 
to a consultant surgeon position 
at Soba University Hospital, 
Sudan. He is general surgeon 
with special interest and track 
record in endocrine, breast and 
tropical surgery. He is a high 
volume researcher in mycetoma, 
he has published and presented 
extensively in this area. Has 
is involved in collaborative 
research work in mycetoma with 
many national and international 
institutes. He is the founding 
Director of the Mycetoma 
Research Centre, University 
of Khartoum and Mycetoma 
Control Programme, Ministry of 
Health, Sudan. He has served 
as the Director of Educational 
Development Centre for 
Medical & Health Professionals, 
University of Khartoum. He was 

the Founding Director of the Self Evaluation and Quality Enhancement Administration, 
University of Khartoum and the University of Khartoum Academic Secretary. He sits 
on various curricula, research ethics, accreditations and administrative committees at 
national and regional levels. In medical education, he in actively involved in teaching 
and organizing workshops, training courses and conferences for medical and health 
professionals in the Sudan and the region. He has special interest in E-Learning, medical 
informatics and teaching and learning innovation. He is a WHO consultant in Medical 
Education. He published more than 130 peer-reviewed articles and edited a book on 
mycetoma and many textbooks’ chapters, booklets and clinical guidelines in a number 
of themes in surgery, mycetoma and medical education. He is a board member and 
reviewer for many national and regional scientific journals. He is a member of many 
national, regional and international academic and scientific associations and societies. 
Prof. Fahal has strong commitment to research, training and education. He is actively 
involved in the teaching and research supervision of undergraduates and postgraduates. 
He is an external examiner in surgery for many national and regional medical schools. 
Prof. Fahal received several awards and medals, to mention but few, the State of the 
Sudan Golden Medal for Excellence and the Promotion of Scientific Innovation in 
Medicine in 2000. He was also awarded the fellowship of the Royal College of Physicians, 
London for his distinctive achievements in medical education, teaching and scientific 
research.
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Prof. Geoffrey Oldham
University of Sussex, UK

Prof. Oldham is a Honorary 
Professor with SPRU at 
the University of Sussex, 
UK. Prof. Oldham trained 
as a geophysicist and 
spent several years in 
the exploration research 
laboratories of Standard 
Oil Company of California. 
He left the oil company to 
accept a Fellowship which 
enabled him to study the 
Chinese language and to 
initiate a review of science 
and technology policy in 
several Asian countries. After 
a year with the Scientific 
Directorate of OECD he 
helped start the Science Policy Research Unit at the University 
of Sussex and was its Director from 1980 to 1992. He was also 
a member of the team which designed and drafted the Act of 
the Canadian Parliament which established the International 
Development Research Centre. He directed the Centre’s Science 
and Technology Policy Programme for ten years and served as 
Science Adviser to the President of IDRC from 1992 to 1996. 
Prof. Oldham has served on numerous science and technology 
policy advisory bodies. He was a member of the Hong Kong 
Committee for Scientific Co-ordination and represented Hong 
Kong at the 1963 UN conference on Science and Technology for 
Development. He was chairman of the UN Advisory Committee 
on Science and Technology for Development and the UK 
delegate to the UN Commission on Science and Technology 
for Development. He chaired the Commission’s working groups 
on Gender and Science and Technology, and on Information 
Technologies and Development. He has continued to be a 
member of the Commission’s Gender Advisory Board. He also 
served on the WHO’s Advisory Committee on Health Research. 
He participated in the IDRC science and technology reviews of 
South Africa, China, and Vietnam. He was also a member of the 
international panel appointed to review ICSU in 1996. Although 
Prof. Oldham has worked in many developing countries his main 
interest has been with science and technology development in 
China. He was an adviser to that country’s Minister of Science and 
Technology from 1997 to 2000.

Dr. Ihab Tewfik 
University of Westminster, UK

Ihab Tewfik is the Course Leader for BSc. (Honours) Human 
Nutrition, Human and Health Sciences Department, University 
of Westminster. In addition to his nutritional biochemistry 
degree, Ihab holds Master and Doctorate in Public Health 
Nutrition, Nutrition Department, University of Alexandria, as 
well as PhD from London South Bank University. As chairman 
of the International Forum for Public Health (IFPH), Ihab’s 
international research agenda explores the relationship 
between the obesogenic environment and health outcomes 
of individual and population. His work embraces the effects 
of nutritional exposure during childhood and epigenetic risk 
factors for later non-communicable diseases. This research 
includes population interventions to improve opportunity 
for health during early life, and methods for the scaling 
up of interventions to achieve community level impact. 
Ihab has been at the forefront of promoting international 
public health nutrition and in particular among vulnerable 
group. His current public health intervention is to delay the 
progression of HIV to AIDS among people living with HIV. 
This will also explore how diet quality and food security limit 
opportunities for individual and community development. 
Ihab is Fellow of the Higher Education Academy-UK, with 
17 years experience teaching Public Health-Nutrition and 
related subjects in number of academic institutions. He 
is also Fellow of the Royal Society of Public Health (FRSPH) 
and has carried out 11 research projects for UNICEF-UN in 
aspects of public health nutrition intervention as well as Two 
Food Standards Agency (FSA) projects on food safety and has 
published extensively in international peer reviewed journals. 
Ihab has worked as international consultant for BC and 
various Ministries of Health in the Middle East for more than 
10 years. As Registered Public Health Nutritionist-UK, Ihab 
has organised several international conferences, workshops, 
CPD and short training courses and he is key team member to 
develop international public health education programmes 
to communicate relevant competencies. Ihab is collaborating 
with many universities in the GCC, EU, Middle East and Africa, 
on aspects related to knowledge transfer and public health 
nutrition intervention programmes that employ dietary 
diversification and behavioral modification approaches. Ihab 
is currently the co-Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal 
of Food, Nutrition and Public Health as well as member 
of the Editorial Advisory Board (EAB) of some renowned 
international journals; Nutrition Bulletin - British Nutrition 
Foundation and the WJSTSD.
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Dr. Peter Heisig 
University of Leeds and European 
Research Center for Knowledge and 
Innovation (EUREK), UK

Peter holds a Ph.D. in Engineering 
from the Technical University of 
Berlin and a Diploma in Social 
Sciences from the University of 
Göttingen (Germany). He is Senior 
Research Fellow at the Leeds 
University Business School (UK) 
where his main research centers 
around Knowledge Management. 
Currently he is coordinating a 
global network of researchers 
and scholars in KM from 20+ 
countries. Before joining Leeds 
University, he was Senior Research 
Associate at the Engineering 
Design Centre, University of 
Cambridge (UK). Peter is working 
in the KM field since 1988 while 
being involved in a research 
project about “how organizations 
produce knowledge”. In 1990 he 
started working for the Fraunhofer 
Society, called the German MIT, 
in national and international 
research projects, e.g. about “tacit 
knowledge in manufacturing 
and engineering”. In 1996 he was appointed to establish the “Competence Center 
Knowledge Management” which he directed until 2004. The CCWM worked on 
KM projects for clients from industry (like Siemens, VOLKSWAGEN), services (SAS, 
German Airtraffic Control), public administration (Home office, Police) and research 
organization (Fraunhofer Institutes). The CEN and EU DG Information Society (Brussels) 
appointed Peter as KM expert for the “European Guide to Good Practice in Knowledge 
Management” (CWA 14924, Brussels 2004) in 2001. In 2003, Peter proposed to the 
German Ministry of Economics to support small and medium-sized businesses, the 
backbone of the German economy, by improving their strategic capabilities and 
developing their intellectual assets. In 2009, the Asian Productivity Organization (APO) 
asked him to organize and direct the “First International KM Study Tour to Germany” 
for foreign KM experts and in 2010 he served as European KM Expert to the APO Study 
Mission to Knowledge-Creating Companies in Japan. He was also invited by the IDSC 
to speak at the First conference on Knowledge Management under the auspices of 
the Prime Minister of Egypt in Cairo in 2010. In 2005 he founded eureki - European 
Research Center for Knowledge and Innovation - as a network of experts to help 
organizations to improve the exploitation and creation of knowledge for innovation. 
Since than we worked for companies such as Unilever, Degussa, ThyssenKrupp, 
sanofi-aventis, 20+ small and medium businesses from different industries and the 
German Ministry of Economics (BMBF). Peter lectures at the Leeds University Business 
School (UK), and teached at the Technical University and Humboldt University Berlin 
(Germany), the University of Lecce (Italy) and Donau University Krems (Austria). He 
published about KM and co-edited “Knowledge Management. Best Practice in Europe” 
(Springer 2001, 2nd 2003).  In 2011, Peter initiated the Global Knowledge Survey (GKS) 
research network, which aims to create a Roadmap for Future Research in Knowledge 
Management based on input from KM experts around the world. The GKS network has 
partners in 30 countries in Europe, America, Africa and Asia.

Prof. Wafaa Saleh 
Edinburgh Napier University, UK 

Professor Wafaa Saleh is the first female Professor 
of Transport Engineering in the UK. She has 
over twenty-five years’ experience of research 
in multiple disciplines of transport engineering. 
Wafaa gained sufficient knowledge and expertise 
to engage in research, in its widest sense, through 
qualifications and experience. Wafaa is a leading 
authority in her profession, with widespread 
professional and public recognition. She has 
published extensively specialised books and 
chapters in books as well as refereed journal 
papers. Her work at international level has been 
recognised through her appointment to the Chair 
of the scientific committee of the International 
Symposium of Travel Demand Management and 
as a member of the scientific committee of the 
INSTR. 
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