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Higher Education in the Arab World History
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The Two Oldest Universities in the
Arab World
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Arab Universities Growth
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“ 307 ofall Arab Universities are located in GCC
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The Implications of Youth
Explosion on Public Policy

The educational sector
requires substantial
investment and this

investment cannot be

borne by the public sector
alone.

This endeavor requires a
partnership between the
public and private sector
if this great challenge of
education is to be met
effectively.

The structure of
education in the Arab
World must be realigned
to be consonant with
effective participation in,
and progress toward, a
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knowledge society.

‘The Role of Universiti ievi i i b Countries, Prof. Abdulla Al-Hawaj Slide 6 of 12

llliteracy Challenge

MostlyinNorth Africaand Yemen

According to recent UNESCO
statistics, theilliteracy rate
among the Arab population aged
15 and above was 29% in 2007,
i.e. 58.36 million people are
illiterate in the region.
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Educational Reforms in Bahrain

Quality Assurance

A High Level Ministerial Authority (2008)

Committee chaired by
the Deputy Prime
Minister for Educational
Reform (2001)

The National
Qualification
Framework (2012)

Other Bodies (Ministry
of Education, Higher
Educational Council
and Private
Universities)
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The Paradigm Shift in Education

Varied, reinforcing
methods of
teaching

Astudent-
centered rather
than an instructor-
centered

The Role
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1. Re-regulation and
increasing centralization of
the educational sector

4. Gender inequality to the
detriment of female
participation in the
knowledge economy
Testing for

practical skills and
applications
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2. Lack of diversification of
educational opportunities not
linked or, at best, marginally
linked to viable and
sustainable careers in the
knowledge economy

5. Lack of a “culture of

quality” symptomatic of weak |

institutional development of
a welter of fledgling
universities, be they public or
private.
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Major Challenges to the Educational
System in the Arab World

3. Cross-country redundancies

in educational offerings
entailing inefficient
duplicative allocation of
resources on the regional
level (over-proliferation of like
centers across borders)

6. Lack of integration of life-
long learning into curricula
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Conclusion

Strengthening autonomy
f universities is the

Questions???

critical factor to provide
the flexibility necessary
to overcome several
obstacles

strengthened autonomy flies
in the face of increasing re-
regulation and increasing
centralization of the
educational sector

Sustainable
Development

governmental educational regulatory bodies would be well-
advised to harmonize and rationalize educational policies BUT
with a view to provide private universities an environment in
which these universities would enjoy the freedom to innovate to
design program in line with the knowledge-based-economy

Arab governments, in the sphere of higher education, ought to work
together, on the regional level, to ensure an absence of inefficient
duplication of programs enabling each country to establish earmarked
specialized centers of higher learning and research
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